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From the Pastor’s Desk

How much is enough?

The insurance salesperson will tell you that
you can never have enough insurance to protect your
family’s future. Financial planners tell you to have so
much “nest-egg” put away (six month’s salary in
liquid funds) that most of us feel like it would just be
impossible to save that much. We realize that we’re
probably not getting enough exercise (60 minutes of
vigorous exercise a day is the new “ideal,” though 20
minutes is acknowledged as a plus for a healthy
heart). Everything we “should” do comes in quantities
and the demands are high. Sometimes we phrase some
of those demands in the form of our own resolutions,
even New Year’s resolutions.

So when do you have enough of Jesus? If you
dedicate 30 minutes a day to Bible reading, you’ll be
on track to get through The Book in about a year.
Luther would spend an hour a day in prayer; he said
he spent two hours on busy days just to make sure it
would all get done. Church is open for our public
worship every week and there are other events, too,
for us to attend. If you check all that off, will you be
good enough? Will you be so good that you don’t
need God’s mercy anymore because you’ll finally be
doing everything right?

So Satan comes to us with two options: either
we’re discouraged that we’ll ever be “good enough”
Christians and we live in guilt, or we’re satisfied that
we’re “good enough” Christians and we live in
hypocrisy. In either case, we fall into “the way of the
Law,” which works by requirements and
measurements and judgments.

Our life of faith, however, is a life under
grace. We live always and only by the mercy of God.
Here’s a life we live in which we don’t check off “to
do” assignments. Rather, we live in joyous reception
of what Jesus has done for us. Our time in the Word,
in prayer, and in worship is not time to “check off,”
but time to recall our Lord’s labors of love for us and
receive again the blessings and benefits that flow to us
from His cross. As one translation of Psalm 46 puts it,
it is time to “‘cease striving and know” that He is God.
It’s time to “wait on the Lord” and hope in His Word
(Psalm 130:5). In Isaiah 66, the Lord puts it this
way: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool; what is the house that you would build for
me, and what is the place of my rest? All these things
my hand has made, and so all these things came to
be, declares the LORD. But this is the one to whom I
will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and
trembles at my word.”

God doesn’t need our checklists. He wants our
hearts, hearts of faith which look to Him and depend
on Him. Day after day we begin in the same place—
confessing our sins, trusting in God’s love, recalling
our Baptism, praying for the Spirit. This is a place
never to move on from, never to say “we’ve done
that” and check it off. It’s the place where we live by
grace and find our Father’s mercies “new every
morning” (Lamentations 3). There’s a New Year’s
resolution for us: Let’s live by grace, trusting every
day in God’s love given to us freely in Jesus Christ

His Son.
Pastor Schulz

Word to the world.

NEW 10-WEEK BIBLE STUDY: “BIBLE BASICS”

We'll gather in the sanctuary on Sundays from 11:20 to noon to get to
know our Bibles, growing in our confidence and familiarity with God’s
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From the Director’s Desk

I

). 1 wish to thank everyone for the many donations to the childcare art and supplies
u) closet. We don’t need any more things for a little while now, but I’ll let you know

when we do. Thank you also for the donations to the pennies for playground jars.

I don’t have much news for you at this time other than to wish you all a wonderful Christmas and
a Blessed New Year. Following is something I found in my files that gives a reminder to us that the
second coming of Jesus can come at any time and we need to be ready. I hope you enjoy it.
Mrs. Deb Doan

“Twas the Night Before Jesus Came

‘Twas the night before Jesus came and all through the house, not a creature was praying, not one in the
house. Their Bibles were lain on the shelf without care, in hopes that Jesus would not come there. The
children were dressing to crawl into bed, not once ever kneeling or bowing a head. And Mom in her rocker
with baby on her lap was watching the Late Show while | took a nap. When out of the East there arose such
a clatter, | sprang to my feet to see what was the matter. Away to the window | flew like a flash, tore open
the shutters and threw up the sash! When what to my wondering eyes should appear, but angels
proclaiming that Jesus was here. With a light like the sun sending forth a bright ray, | knew in a moment this
must be THE DAY! The light of His face made me cover my head. It was Jesus! Returning just like He had said.
And though | possessed worldly wisdom and wealth, | cried when | saw Him in spite of myself. In the Book of
Life which He held in His hand, was written the name of every saved man. He spoke not a word as He
searched for my name; when He said, “It’s not here”, my head hung in shame. | fell to my knees, but it was
too late; | had waited too long and thus sealed my fate. | stood and | cried as they rose out of sight; Oh, if
only | had been ready tonight. In the words of this poem the meaning is clear; the coming of Jesus is drawing
near. There’s only one life and when comes the last call, we'll find that the Bible was true after all!

Author Unknown

THE LIFE OF LUTHERDO YEARS AGO TODA was studying the Old Testament in Hebrew, and this
would bring about the theological insights leading to
In January 1512, the Church and the the Reformation. Reuchlin’s defense of Jewish

universities were in the middle of a fevered debate literature was used by God to bring about a greater
about the value of Jewish books. Some wanted to burn awareness of the truth, including the truth of the
all the books of the Jews. Others also wanted to expel Gospel of Christ.
Jews from their lands. One scholar, Johan von
Reuchlin, was arguing that most Jewish writings were
useful for study (the few which blasphemed Jesus he
would have burned). Reuchlin himself had become a
renowned teacher of Greek and Hebrew, new
languages for the Christian scholarship. Although
Reuchlin would be accused of heresy by the
Inquisition, a church council would eventually side
with him. At this time, Luther himself was drawing
from the work of Reuchlin and others like him. He

Johann von Reuchlin (1455-1522)
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Shine Like Stars

Saturday, January 21, 2012

Christ Our King Lutheran Church  in Saline, Michigan, is hosting a Great Commission
Convocation . Shortly before His ascension into heaven, Jesus directed His followers to
omake disciples of all nat iGeatGommissiomfhi s i s kng

A Great Commission Convocation encourages and equips members (and congregations) to
more effectively bring the Good News of Christ Jesus to others so that they too may
receive eternal life and become disciples of our Lord.

The Convocation will provide practical ways to help participants in their personal
witnessing, and congregations in their outreach ministries. Approximately 15 Witness
Workshops will be offered on various topics. Participants can select 2 Witness
Workshops.

There will also be a Display area where various organizations will provide information
about witnessing resources, ideas and training events. Congregations will also display
some of their brochures/tracts/invitations and other ideas which they have used to reach
more people with the Good News of Christ.

Nursery and day care services and activities will also be provided for children (infants
through elementary ages.)

Rev. Roosevelt Gray, Assistant to the Michigan District President: Missions and
Evangelism will be the preacher for the Opening and Closing Worship.

The schedule for the day is as follows:

9:30to 10:00 Registration
10:00 to 10:30 Opening Worship (Rev. Roosevelt Gray, preacher)
10:45 to 12:00 First Workshop Sessions

12:00 to 1:00 Luncheon (Free will offering)

12:20 to 12:45 Sharing time for Outreach ideas

1:00 to 2:15 Second Workshop Sessions

2:30 to 3:00 Closing Worship (Rev. Roosevelt Gray, preacher)
3:00 Depart to Witness

There is no charge for the Convocation other than the offering for the luncheon. For more
information and for online registration, please visit the website at Christ -Our-King.org and
click the Great Commission Convocation tab.

Upcoming Activities
Jan 13Deadline to register for the Apologetics Conference ($20)
Jan 21Great Commission Convocation at Christ our King, Saline, 9:30-3:00 (free)
Jan 25, Wednesday Supper, Song and Scripture at 6
Jan 28 Apologetics Conference at Faith Lutheran Church, Troy, 9:30-5:00
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Theological Conference on Apologetics | +

The Michigan District, LCMS is excited to offer three identical Theological ,
Conferences in 2012 for youth, congregation members, and church
workers. The conference will help participants understand how to defend
their faith through what history has given from an archeological
perspective, the cultural aspect, and the challenge of Islam. '

Where : Faith Lutheran Church, Troy, MI
When : January 28, 9:30am - 5pm

Register online at www.michigandistrict.org , talk to pastor to help, or call (734) 665 -3791.

Speakers

Dr. Adam Francisco

Dr. Adam Francisco is a Faculty Fellow of Wittenberg Institute  and Professor of History at
Concordia University in Irvine. He covers general topics in Christian Apologetics, as well as
spending a good deal of time on the New Atheist movement, and apologetics to Islam. Dr.
Francisco is an engaging and dynamic instructor and brings an incredible base of knowledge

to this presentation.

Topic: From the Medieval World Until Now: Apologetics and the Challenge of Islam
Francisco will bring an awareness of the Islamic religion and how we, as Christians, can
pray for those of the Muslim faith and how our churches can defend our beliefs.

Rev. Dr. Robert Newton
President of the California -Nevada-Hawaii District

Topic: From the Outside dln: The Apologetic Task In a Post -Churched World
Newton will tackle apologetics from the perspective of cultural relevance. What DOES
culture tell us about our faith? He will teach us how to defend our faith, especially
leaning on the Scriptures.

Rev. Dr. Paul Maier

Dr. Maier lectures and does seminars on a wide range of topics, and appears frequently in
national radio, television, and newspaper interviews. He has also written four books for
children, and written and hosted three four -hour video series, available from Tobias
Communications (1 -800-463-4685).

Topic: Voices From the Past: Apologetics and the Ancient World
Maier will share what history has given us from an archeological perspective and how we
can defend the faith, even today, in this post -Christian time.


http://www.michigandistrict.org
http://www.wittenberginstitute.org/education/adam-francisco-apologetics-video-series/
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JOKES THAT CAN BE TOLD IN CHURCH

Two boys were walking home from Sunday school after hearing a strong preaching on the devil.

One said to the other, 'What do you think about all this Satan stuff?'

The other boy replied, 'Well, you know how Santa Claus turned out. It's probably just your Dad.'

Attending a wedding for the first time, a little girl whispered to her mother, 'Why is the bride dressed in white?"
The mother replied, 'Because white is the color of happiness, and today is the happiest day of her life.'

The child thought about this for a moment then said, 'So why is the groom wearing black?"'

A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running as fast as she could, trying not to be late for Bible class.

As she ran she prayed, 'Dear Lord, please don't let me be late! Dear Lord, please don't let me be late!'

While she was running and praying, she tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty and tearing her dress.
She got up, brushed herself off, and started running again!

As she ran she once again began to pray, 'Dear Lord, please don't let me be late...But please don't shove me either!'
A police recruit was asked during the exam, 'What would you do if you had to arrest your own mother?"

He answered, 'Call for backup.' FunStressRelief.com

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary
took Jesus with them to Jerusalem.

A small child replied, 'They couldn't get a baby-sitter.'

At Sunday School, they were teaching how God created
everything, including human beings.

Little Johnny seemed especially intent when they told him how
Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs.

Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as though
he were ill, and she said, 'Johnny, what is the matter?’ Little
Johnny responded, 'l have pain in my side. | think I'm going to

to Dad Hengeveld

. , hanks : : 02- 16
have a wife. IVE TRIED TO EXPLAIN THAT HES GOING TO
BE WITH ME FOREVER, BUT HE JUST DOESN'T
GET IT

Put Faith in Your Child’s Education

2012 Open houses are set for St. Paul Lutheran School. Join us February 25, 12pm - 2pm or April 25,
6pm-8pm. Preschool through 8th grade. Check out our tuition program with scholarships, financial aid and
discounts. Find out about our Foreign Language K-8th, Fine Arts Program and our Computer Lab and
Mobile Laptop Center. You can find us on the web at stpaulannarbor.org under Day School, call the school
office at 734-665-0604, or email Admissions at dmenge@stpaulannarbor.org for questions or to set up a
personal tour.



http://stpaulannarbor.org
mailto:dmenge@stpaulannarbor.org

